




[Document ^^.]

BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES.
January 25, 184-1.

Read and ordered lo be printi'd.

R E P ( ) H T

FROM THJ?:

SELECT COMMITTEE,
TO WHOM WAS l^EFERRED THE

Subject of the Removal of the Free Colored Population

FROM

CHARLES COUNTY



REPORT.

The committee to whom was refeiTed the subject of the removal
of the free colored population from Charles county, beg leave to

report ; that they have examined into the subject, as accurately as

possible. They have procured information from everj'^ accessable

source, to show the necessity of their removal. They are of the firm

conviction that the moral, pohtical and fiscal interests of the State

are materially aflfected by their condition among us ; and although

the immediate object of consideration, is their removal from
Charles County, yet the subject is of such interest as to induce

them to extend the examination of the subject to the entire

State; whatever may be found to be their condition in the State,

will be found to be their condition in each of the counties.

It is doubtless the desire of all persons of the State, that they

should be removed ; and the committee are clearly of opinion that

their condition could not be rendered worse, no matter to what re-

gion of country thiey may be removed, or by what process that re-

moval might be effected. There exists however, a diflference of

opinion, as to the mode by which they shall be removed, and wheth-

er we should incur any additional expense, in effecting that object,

and to what place they are to be carried, are questions yet to be de-

cided. There are many perhaps who doubt the power of the Legis-

lature to compel them to remove ; and there are others, who enter-

tain scruples on the ground of humanity.
The object of the committee, will be as far as practicable to"te-~

concile conflicting opinions, and to devise a mode of removal by
which all doubts and difference of opinion may be reconciled or

removed.

It is our decided opinion, for various reasons, that they should be

removed, not only from Charles county, but from the State. The
committee think in truth, that for social and intellectual improve-

ment, they ought to be transported from America, beyond the

Atlantic Ocean ; and that Liberia or Maryland in Africa, is the pro-

per place in which they should be settled. The committee will

now give their reasons for this conviction ; and for that purpose, we
will show the means of transportation, and the resources that will

be placed in their power in Africa, arising from the fertility of the



region (o winch tliey will be removed, the iiulural advantages to be
enjoyed from a fonunaie or favorable location, a congenial climate,

and the full means there will exist, that they may become a great,

prosperous and happy peopl»>. ; and furnish a tolulion of the pro-

blem, as to the capacity ol the black species of the human race, for

high moral and iniellectual improvement.
I'or the purpose of showing the agricultural and other resources

of the colony, the committee will quote from various and imques-
tionablc authority.

" The present productions of our territory,' are : ''cassada, rice,

yams, Janis, plantain, banana, sweet potatoes, sugarcane, eggplant,
beside some excellent varieties of the pea; ground and mala
gctta popper, Jiiany varieties of the prune and fig. These are

all produced and cultivated by the natives in great abundance; and
to these may be added all the garden and field vegetables, as beans,

peas, turnips, indian corn, squashes, beets, carrots, parsnips, cabba-

ges, onions, melons, lettuce, cucumbers and tomattoes. These me
all now growing in almost every garden on the cape, and more
luxuriantly than I r\ev witnessed hi any part of the world I have
long since (two weeks at, least,) had my table supplied with summer
squashes, beets, cucumbers and mellons, from our own gardens;

and but ihree months have expired since we first broke ground.

As it regards animal food, w^e are equally well supplied. There is

no part of the coast which furnishes such beef. I never before saw
SQ fine in any tropical country, nor any more fat even in the Boston
market; sheep and goals are equally abundant, as also, the musco-
vey duck and fowls. In (his our purchase, we have every natural

advantage possible to favor the promotion of agriculture, and we
onl}' require indusUy, proper direction and guidance to render this

a wealthy and flourishing colony. The labor of one man in good
health, six months in the year, will produce vegetables for six adults

and ingrcciter abundance and variety than the average of wealthy
farmers in New England enjoy."" Dr. Hall's letter to Mr. Latrobe

in 1834.

"The growth of all garden and field vegetables so far as they have
been tried, is very rapid and luxuriant. All tliegaulenson the cape
were in a thriving condition. I should say that a square of the

size of the common gardens in this country, would yield a sufficien-

cy of vegetables to support a family of from six to eight persons in

number. The articles growing on the cape, are, the following, viz:

sousop, oranges, lemons, limes, pine apples, goard pauposes, plan-

tain, banana, pepper, figs, okra, indian corn, sugar cane, cotton,

both native and American cabbage, kale, Virginia greens, lettuce,

parsley, bet;ts, sweet and Irish potatoes, yams, cassada, parsnips,

turnips, radishes, onions, tomatoes, beaijs and peas, of different

kinds, melons, c;uiteleups, cucumbers, squashes, pumpkins, egg

plant and tobacco. There is a continual growth of these articles,

and some of them, produce for years sucessively. The soil though

apparently of the same quality of the Maryland good lands, seems

neverflielesse to be much more productive: and being remarkably



easy of cultivadon, would soon relurii u rich reward to iudustrious

fanners.

"The animals of the country suitable for food, are quite numer-

ous; neat cattle, sheep, hogs, goats and deer are very plenty. In

concltjsion permit me to say, that the climate for the colored peo-

ple, the soil and productions of Maryland in Liberia, can only be

ju-tly appreciated by those who have visited the country. One
half the labor necessary in this country to enable the colored niaa

barely to live, will secure for him in the colony the greatest abun-

dance of the necessaries of life and many of the luxuries. The
climate to his constitution is as congenial as tije climate of Maiy-

land." Mr. Gould's report in 1835, to the President and Board of

Managers of the Maryland State Colonization Society.

"Since the last annual report large acquisitions of territory have

been made, around the settlement at Cape Palmas, and the State

socjety now owns both sides of the Cavally, a broad and noble river,

from its mouth to the town of Denak, about thirty miles from the

ocean. Dr. Hall ascended the river to the cataract, and describes

the country as of inexhaustible fertiliiy, and beautiful in llie ex-

treme in appearance." From the annual report of the Board of

Managers to the Colonization Society in 1837.

"The State Society holds, that generally speaking, the condition

of the emancipated slave, sliould he remain in this countiy, is much
worse than that of the same individual before he obtained liis free-

dom; because here, the presence of a race, with which he cannot

amalgamate and with whom rests ail power, operates to depress

his energies and prevent the expansion of his intellect: the highest

rank he can ever expect to attain is a degraded one ; and deprived

of all those incentives of honorable ambition which ordinarily ope-

rate so powerfully and with such effect, he falls almost immediate-

ly after emancipation, into the paths of vice and hurries along them
to an eariy grave. The society believe from close observation, for

many years, that the position here assumed is incontrovertible."

Extract from the repoit of the Board of Managers of the State

fund, December 30th, 1843.

This last extract, ought to be regarded as high authority, in relation

to the condition of the free negro; it was with them the result of

observation, examination and comparison ; and there are few who
will not readily concur in this opinion, as it has been a subject of

experience for many years. There could be no impropriety in

executing the provisions of the bill reported by the committee,

against them.

The committee will now proceed to show the amount of the

population of Mar}' land , from 1790 to 1840—its increase and de-

crease in the entire State, and in the several counties, and of each

species of population separately.



rnpuhition oj Maryhtnd 1190, l&OO, 1810, 1820, 1830 ^//rf I8l0.

u.i .shewn by thn census t;:'icn in those years.

Years. Whito

1790
ISOO
1810
IS20
1830
1840

208,649
216,326

235,117
259,522
291.108

317,717

Slaves. Free Cord'Agg. Col'd

103,036
105,635
111.502

107,998
102.994

89^495

8,043
19.587

33,927

39,730
52,938

62,020

111.079

125,238

145^429
147.728

155.932
151.515

Total.

319,728

341,548
380.546
407.350
447.040

469,232

Tahic i-hewing the proportions of the White and Free Colored-^

Pcpuhjtion in the several Counties in ATaryland, in I7U0, ajid

in 1840.

Allegany, In 1790,

1
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^lutemerU (>/' tht .^^lajtumiasiuns rtporird tu the (Jommissioners of

the State Fund, since 1831.

Number manumitted in the Stale since the year 1831, - 2,342

Of this number, were manumitted forthwith, (and where no

time was specified, it was presumed to mean forthwith,) 1,100

Of those contingent or depending upon the hfe of -an indi-

vidual, - - - - - - 170

JN umber of prospective manumissions., time already expired

and now free,------ 222
Number of prospective manumissions, time yet to expire, 850

Total, - - 2,342

Number of Expeditions dispatched try the Maryland State Colo-

nization Society, since 183!.

Names of Vessels.



COM M IIMC A riON

To Ln:oKoi; G. Uulwkk, il^q.

Clerk of the House of Dclei^dtes of Md.

Dear Sir:—I have ihc honor lo acknowledg-e the receipt of

your frtvor of the 2nd iu-i. enclosing an order of the House of Dele-

gates requiring of the Agent of the State Colonization Society a

"statement of the amount of money received and expended since

the organization of the society ; the number of free people of color

transported from the State by the said society; tiie number specifi-

cally from each county ; the amount of money now in tiie Treasury ;

and the amount which each county has respectively paid in."

Presuming that any infonnation with legard to the subject in ad-

dition to a direct answer to the above interrogatories v/ould be de-

sirable I have taken the iii^erty of transcribing a detailed statement

of the affairs and operations of the society since its organization

made b}' tlie President J. H. B. Lairobe, Esq. in answer to a num-
ber of interrogatories addressed to the ''Managers of tiie Zilaryland

State Colonization Fund" by '-E. Hammond, Esq. < "hairman of

the comiiiiuee on coloured population of House of Delegates for

the session of 1S39 and '40," and which will be found on the re-

cords of the House of Delegates of that session.

I am moved to this course by the fact that the annual report of

the managers of the State Fund transmitted to the Executi\ e of

the State and also the report of iue board of Managers of the State

Colonization Society relate mainly to the operations of these re-

spective bodies during the current year and of course afford but little

information to the gentlemen of the Legislature of the actual ex-

tent of the operations of the society from the beginning.

It will be perceived that all information obtainable on points re-

ferred lo in the order of the House of Delegates coniained in your
communication is embodied iu this document. I have of course

substituted the amount of money received and expended and the

number of emigrants transported up to the present time instead of

that coniained in the original paper.

I regret not being able to give infomiation upon all the specifi-

cations of the order of the House. 1st. we have no means of

definitely ascertaining the proportion of the free emigrants to those

manumitted for the express purpose of emigrating. They, how-
ever far exceed the latter probably over three to one. 2ndly. If it

is acquirH to know the amount of money in the SffiU Treasury
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for the colonization Society, I ani unable to give an answer: if the
society's treasuty is refened to, I answer, none. 3dly. The "amount
which each county has respectfully paid in." I have no means of

ascertaining this, as all monies received 1))' the managers of the
State fund come through the Treasurer of the Western Shore,

The act of 1831, in which originiUed (he present system of Colo-
nization by the State, indicates the proportion which each county
is to pay and perhaps Avould give satisfactory information on this

point. I trust, sir, that on all other points the information contain-

ed in the accompanying report and documents appended will be
entirely satisfactory,

I would take occasion here to remark that affairs connected with
colonization both in this State and the colony have assumed a very
different aspect since the preparation of the enclosed report. Up
to that period it will be perceived the greatest difficulties had been
experienced in procuring emigrants for the colony and every ob
stacle had been tiirown in the way of the operations of the Coloni-

zation Society by the abolitionists who justly considered this scheme
&s patronized and adopted by Maryland as the only bar to the suc-

cess of their principles and measures. Within the past two years,

however, no difficulty has been experienced in procuring as many
volunteers as the funds of the society would enable them to carry

out and suppoit through their acclimation, or as itis judged the colo-

ny could advantageously receive. The average of the number sent

the past two years shews an increase of more than fifty per cent,

over the average nurabcrsent the eight preceding years of the exis-

tence of { lie Maryland Colony.

There is reason to believe that through the system at preseiit

adopted by the society of causing a return of one or two colonists

of influence and respectability annually, to mingle with their old

associates, no difficulty will hereafter be experienced in obtaining

any desirable number of en)igrants, and those too of the right

stamp.

In Africa many of the difficulties v»'hich attended the infancy

and early progress of the colony are disappearing as it gradually

assumes a permanent and established character. Its numerical

strength and moral influence is now such as to relieve its citizens

from any apprehensions of violence on part of the natives by whom
they are surrounded and of course they are left free to devote their

whole energies to the improvement of their condition.

The recent establishment of an American Squadron on the

coast of Africa embracing in its cruising gi'ound our Maryland Colo-

ny and the order by the Secretary of the Navy for the suiTey of our
harbour (one of the best on the Africa coast) and theii necessity of

resorting to it for supplies, provisions, water, &c. will add much to

its importance, give a new impetus to American commerce in that

quarter and materially strengthen the bonds between it and its pa-

rent State

In short I may add that uninterrupted and unexampled success

has attended the colon)' since if« first establishment, that it.s citizen*
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have deiuoaued theiDselves in a manner worlliy of the high charac-

ter of the State from which they emigrated and that they trust

with unshaken contidence in the laith of the Slate to prosecute and
consumate liie scheme in wiiich it has ^o nobly embarked.

With much respect,

I have the lioiior to be,

Your \ery obedient servant,

JAMES HALL,
Ge7i. jUt. Ml. Slate Cut. Society.

Colonization Rooms, BcJtimore January, 8th 1S44.

To Georgk G. Brewer, Esq.
Clerk House of Delegates, of Md.

Annapolis.



S 1 A T E M E N T .

"To Charleh Howard, Wm. R. Stuart

AND Franklin Andkrson, Esans.

Gentlemen :—I herewith communicate answers to the interroga-

tories of the committee on colored population of the House of

Delegates, placed bj you in my hands for that purpose.

"To the 1st interrogatory—The whole number of persons trans-

ported to Africa by the managers of the State Fund and the State

Colonization Society, since 1831. has been "eight hundred and
twenty-two," which includes the emigrants sent by the Lafayette

and the Orion to the old colony, and twenty-five to Ha)''ti.

"To the 2nd interrogator}'—This will be found answered in Doc-
ument A, hereto appended, so far as it is practicable to answer it.

The names of the emigrants are there given, and the years in which
they sailed from Baltimore ; and as far as now known, their places

of residence prior to their transportation. It is to be remarked, that

the society have always had more room for emigi'ants than was fill

ed in their vessels. They were never obliged from the nimiber of

applicants, to apportion the number sent out among the counties;

and therefore the only question has been, whether the emigrants

were from Maryland. On this head the society has been, in every

instance, particular : replying to all applications from other States,

and they have been frequent, that the fund of the State was limited

to the use of emigrants from within its own borders; and that the State

Society had detemiined to adopt the same limitation in the expen-
diture of the means that it m ight obtain from individual subscriptions.

In three instances emigrants were sent from other States than Ma-
ryland. The servants of Mrs. Tubman, of Georgia, and Mr. Bayard,

of Carolina, experienced cotton planters, Avhom the society was de-

sirous to obtain as colonists, that they might introduce the culti-

vation of this staple ; and some servants of Mr. Wever, of Freder-

ick county, Maryland, but who were resident in Virginia, and who
went out with Mai-yland servants of the same master. In all these

cases the full cost of transportation and support in Africa, was paid

by the respective owners, besides a handsome outfit which they gave
to their people.

"In the case of the Tubman servants, who formed almost the

entire expedition of the Baltimore, the result of the voyage was a

profit to the society, as will be seen by referring to their balance

sheet, where there is credited to the brig Baltimore, the sum of $76
18. The society chartered the vessel and being paid the ustial
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freiglil mid pussii^e luoiiey b} Mi». 'I'ubiauii, iiiude the piofil of'lhe

voyage out ; so ihal this exptditiou wusuo cliaige lo them.

•'The infomuuion asked now by the coniniittee has made appa-

rent theutihiy ol' keeping hcreafh r un accurate account of the lesi-

dence and circmnstancesot'eacli emigrant, and it will accordingly

be done.

"It has been remarked that there has always been room in the

society's vessel ibr more einigrants than have been sent. This
needs, periuips. u word of exj)lnnalion. Tl is tlie duty (jf the agent

for collectini^- emi^rrants, lo vi.il every county in ilie .State during

the } ear, and to ascertain who will emigrate. His list w hen made up,

is reported lo the Board of Managers. He is then sent to collect the

emiiiranls. On this second visit he has invariably found that he has

been followed by enemies to colonization,who .ave filled the minds
of those|who proposed'.lo emigiate, with die doctrijnes of the abolition-

ists, the leading one of which is, that by leaving the United States,

the colored peojHe impair tlieir chance of getting '-their rights," as

ihey are called. I)y numerical influence. This the a^enthns found

in very many cases sufficient to deter emigrants already on the list,

and for whom places had been prepared, and in consequence there

ha? been disappointment in the numbers of every expedition yet

sent to Cape Palmas. In Marv'land, colonization and abohtion are

antagonists, and the aim of the latter is to destroy the former ; and
(his has been t\ni case since ] 834 Had it not been for abolition, it

is believed that every expedition would have taken out cis many
emigrants as sailed in the Lafayette in 1832, before the aboltionists

obtained strengtii or influence. This is not a pleasant confession,

10 make, but it is true. Laterly there is a change in this respect,

however, for the better. The steady course of colonization has

given to it the character of a settled policy, and its opponents in this

State are believed to be getting '-tired out."'

•Tothe3rd interrogatory—This is fully answered by DocumentA.
"To the 4th inteiTogatoiy—The officers of the society consist of

a President, six Vice Presidents, twelve Managers, two Secretaries,

a Treasurer, a Agent, and a Clerk. The agent and the clerk

are the only pcrroiis reeeiviiiij compensation. The ^aiaiv of the

agent is >;i,OUO; the clerk's salary is ,^200. The duty of the agent

includes all the office duties, which may be supposed to belong to

such an office, while he is in Baltimore, and it is his duty to go to

every county in the State in search of emigrants, and to desseminate

information on the subject of colonization ; and these duties he
punctually perfoans. He collects enn"grants, makes purchases for

the expedition, and has a general control of all matters touching the

society, under the instructions of the board. The clerk keeps the

office when the agent is absent, does the copying, ser^'es notices,

etc. The ollice rent is .>;120.

"There is a person employed at this time in collecting the indi-

\ idual annual subscriptions no\v due in Baltimore to the society,

at S''>0 per month. His employment is but temporary however,

and will cease on the 1st April, at fanhesi.
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The average expenses for salaries, office rent, &c., since the or-

ganization of the society, have been ,^1,573 12 per annum. This
average is higher than the present amount paid, owing to the em-
ployment fomierly, at one time, of two agents, with the view of
more effectually convassing the State.

"To tlie 5th interrogatory—The whole amount of money re-

ceived from the State by the society has been.

From the Managers of the State Fund.

In 1833, .... ^^8,000 00
1834, 2,900 00
1835, .... 8,791 63
1836, . ... . . 11,897 95
1837, .... 12,878 59
1838, 13,357 08
1839, .... 8,314 66
1840, ..... 13,000 00
1841, .... 7,000 00
1842, ..... 10,000 00
1843, .... 10,000 00

In all . . . .^106,139 91

"Making up to December 1st, 1843, the end of the State's fis-

cal year, the average per annum since the society has received any-
thing from the State fund $9,649 OS, being less than the annual
amount of ,$10,000 provided for by the law. This law author-

ised the payment of $20,000 the first year. The shipment by
the Lafayettee, which does not come into our balance sheet, was
made by the managers of the State Fund, and cost as per their

books, $5,289 37 which, with the other expenses of the managers
of the State fund, before they adopted the plan of employing the

agency of the State Society entirely, including the expenses of send-

ing emigrants to Hayti, agencies in the State, publications and re-

moving manumitted slaves from the State, who refused to go to Af-
rica, amounting to $7,570 72, makes the gross expenditure $119,-
000, to the 1st December, 1843, the close of the State's fiscal year,

while the expenditure authorised was $120,000, in the same period.

From the Tax on slaves brought from other States into this State.

In 1835, .... ^275 50
1836, . . . . . 460 75
1837, . . . 556 25
1838, . . . . 807 75
1839, . . . . 469 75
1840, 643 61

1841, . . . . 582 50
1842, . . . . . 928 50
1843, ... 742 52

Id all . g5.467 13
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From State appropriation of 1837, . . 930 00
State Fund, . . 10(3,139 91

Total, . . . $5112,537 04
"To the 6th interrogatory—This is answered, as far as practica-

ble by document A.
"To the 7th interrogatory—Accompanying these answers isa copy

of the eighth annual report of the State Society, which contains, on
page 11, a bahmce sheet from its organization and which will

convey as accurate general idea of the manner in which the ex-
penditures have been made as could be conveyed, without a partic-

ular examination of the books, in which every transaction will be
found entered with the accuracy of a mercantile establishment.
But it may not be irrelevant to state here, the general course of
business of the society.

"The funds of the Society are derived from three sources—the
State, individual contributions, and their trade—all of which go to

one object, the promotion of the objects of the act of 1831.
"The expenditures being principally incurred in sending emi-

grants to Africa, and supporting them there, the chief outlay is to be
found under the head of the different expeditions on the books. In-
stead of permitting the agent in Africa to draw on the society for his

expenses, goods are sent out to meet them. These goods on the
coast of Africa are worth one hundred per cent, more than they
cost, and this is the saving of sending goods instead of accepting and
paying drafts. The principal article sent is tobacco, which when
bought in Baltimore at .^10, sells in Africa at $20. At the end of
every year, therefore, there is a profit made, which is canied to

the credit of profit and loss, which item on the balance sheet has
$9,046 98, to its credit, after charging it with all matters on which
loss has been made in all departments of business ; the real profit

made by the transactions being much greater than this sum.
"When a shipment is made to Afiica, the agent there is charged

with it, and when he returns his serai-annual accounts he is cred-

ited so far as he accounts for it. When the accounts of the agent
show how he has spent the funds, the object to which they are

applied the charged, and the expeditions credited.

"The expedition by the Bourne, for instance, cost $3,691 25.

Subsequent accounts of the agent showed what portion of her car-

go had been spent in opening roads, supporting emigrants, buying
territory, <fcc. &.c., and at length she remained charged with but

^1,096 07, the balance having been shown to be properly applied.

The sum of ^1,096 07 is therefore the actual cost to the State and
the society of the mere transportation of the emigiants by the

Bourne. The balance of the cost of the expedition having been
accounted for by showing its appropriation to matters connected
wnth their support on the voyage, and for six months in Africa, pro-

viding for their reception there, and the geneitil wants of the colony.

Were the Bourne's emigrants (taking this vessel for example,) fifty-

seven in number, to be carried out bv other than the society, the

3
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cost of mere iiansportatiou might be set down at ^30 round, or

.<^1,710 ; shewing a saving by the operation, of ?5613 93, suppos-
ing that the general expenses alluded to had at all events to be
borne.

"When the society's colony increases so as to be beyond the ne-

cessity of receiving the aid incident to its establishment, and the

first years of its existence, the cost of each expedition will of course
be reduced.

"In this way the aiTairs of the society are necessarily of a com-
mercial character in a gi-eat degree ; and they are managed carefully

and with pmdence, through the aid of the merchants in the Board,
who give their attention to the subject.

"Among other items m the balance sheet will be seen Ooloni-
zntion Journal, .Ssl,4S4 93, on the debit side. This Journal has
been found very useful in disseminating information on the subject.

It is paid for by those who receive it, as an ordinary newspaper,
and besides supporting itself is a source of revenue to the society.

The receipts from it are included in the head of contributions on
the other side of the sheet.

"Samuel F. McGill is charged on the balance sheet ".vith $734
25. This was the expense of educating the sou of a colonist as a
Physician, which was done at a northern Medical school, and the

society is now relieved from the anxieties which the uncertainty of

having sufficient medical attendance at the colony always occa-

sioned.

"It would be very giatifying to me to show to the committee the

books of the society, from which alone can the nature and extent

of its operations be fully understood—and the amount of labour

performed in a )^ear be appreciated.

The last annual report will, perhaps, however, with tlie answers
now given, be sufficient for the purpose of the present enquiry.

"It may here be remarked, as a result of an examination of the

balance sheet, that ihe contributions of the society to the object of

the act of 1831, amounting to .$31,522 91, have been several hun-
dred dollars more than sufficient to pay for the purchase of territory

in Africa,—and all the Iiome expenses, and the expenses of the

government in Africa, and agencies, since the organization of the

society, leaving the funds of the State to be applied to the removal

of emigrants, the preparation of a place for them, and their sup-

port there, till able to support themselves.

Or thus:

African Civil List, (all salaries there,) . . ^12,741 31

Home expenses (salaries, rent &c. in U. S.) . 14,158 15

Expenses of agency house in Africa, . . 2,247 29
Purchase of territoiT in Africa, .... 2,054 93

31,191 78

Contributed by the State Society, . . 31,522 91

Leaving on these items $331 13, in favor of the society, after

charging it with the cost of territory, and all the home and foreign

expenses of agency, government, &c. as above.



"These remarks ure made in tliia place with a view of showing,

that while the society have, as they most gratefully acknowledge,
been able to promote this great and useful undertaking in which
they are engaged, mainly tlirough the assistance of tlie Stale, and
the wise forethought of its policy,—the society have also contribut-

ed to an important extent in the promotion of the objects which
the State had in view in it£ legislation on the subject.

"Inasmuch as these questions have been propounded by the

committee, questions which it has afforded me the highest satisfac

tion to answer, it may be, perhaps permitted me to express ray

earnest prayer that no legislation adverse to the present policy of

the State, under existing la'.vs, may take place which shall in any
wise weaken the friends that have been labouring for years with-

out compensation, to carry out the views which were entertained

when the colonization lawo, as they are temied, were passed,

—

whose labours, their point and results, were annually detailed at

the meetings of the society during the sessions of the legislature in

Annapolis. Upon the legislation of the State, upon its settled

policy as it was understood, there are now near SOO emigrants on
the coast of Africa. Now they are weak. They now hang on
those who placed them there. To repeal the law—to take away
the fund, would be followed by melancholy consequences to them

;

and I trust that the funds in question will not be impaired but that

the law will be permitted to remain, imtil, by its terms, these funds
shall be exhausted."

"All which is respectfully submitted,

JOHN H. B. LATROBE,
Prest. Md. St. Col. Society."



DOCUMENT A,

REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING REPORT,

Emigrants sent from Baltimore hy the Maryland State ColonizG'

tion Society.

SCHOONER ORION, sailed from Baltimore to Monrovia, the

settlement of the American Colonization Society, on the west

coast of Africa, on the 9th November, 1831.

Names of Emigrants.

Elijah Brown, .

Daniel Banks,
John Banks,
Joshua Chase,
Henry Chase, .

Emma Dansbury,
'

Isaac Dunning,
Henry Henson, .

Susan Henson,
Manuel A. Josa, .

Cascandra A. Josa,

Hannah A. Josa, .

Maiy Merricks,

John Nichols,

James Nichols,

Jane Nichols.

Minta Nicholas,

Joseph Nichols, .

Sally A. Nichols,

Washington Nichols,

Caroline Ridgeway,
Joseph Stephens, .

Catharine Stephens,
James H. Stephens,

Francis Nichols,

Mary A. Stephens,

Joseph Stephens,

George W. Stephens,

Alexander B. Stephens
John W. Dansbury,
L. Weinwright,

19
19
16
18
13
24
13
21

20
25
50
40
18
60
18
45
110
13
12
8

40
47
45
19
10
14
9

8
4
2

Remarks.

The Orion was
sent to Africa

when the law
of the State,of

182T,required

proof of resi-

dence in Ma-
ryland only,

& according-

ly the list of

emigrants a-

mong the pa-

pers is accom-
panied with

such proof,

without its be-

ing stated in

what counties

the emigrants

had resided

previous to

their embark-

ation.
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SHIP LAFAYETTE, sailed from Baltimore for Monrovia, 7th

of December, in the year 1832.

Names of Emigrants.
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Names of Emigrants.



2:i

Names of Emigrants.
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Names of Emigrants.
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BRIG BOURNE, sailed from BaJliinoic for Cape Palnjius, on the

14th day of December, 1834.

Names of Emigrants.



26

Names of Emigrants.
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B.KKi FOKTUNE, sailed tVoiu Baltimore for Cape Palmas, on

the 24th day December, 1835.

Names of Emigrants.
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SCHOONER FINANCIER, sailed from Baltimore to Cape Pal-

mas, on the 9tli day of July, 1836.

Names of ^migrants.



)i'J

Names of Emigrants.

Sophia Spiigg,

Minla Spiigg, .

Charles Spiigg,

Augustus Sprigg,

William Spiigg,

Samuel Sprigg,

Leonard Sprigg,

Celia Sprigg, .

Rachel Sprigg,

Peter Edmund,

Age.

22
11

5

19
18m
11

15

11

9

38

From what county.] Remarks-

Prince George's co.

do
^

do
do
do
do
do
do

[

do
iFrederick county,

BRIG BALTIMORE, sailed from Baltimore for Cape Palmas,

on 17th day of May, 1837.

Names of Emigrants.
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Names of Emigrants. Age. From what county, Remarks

Julia Curamings,
Osinan Tubman,
Dennis Tubman,
Stephen Tubman,
Benj. Tubman, .

John Tubman,
Demba Tubman, .

Lydia Tubman,
Benj. Tubman, .

Montee Tubman,
Letty Tubman, .

Cyrus Tubman,
Jeremiah Tubman,
William Tubman,
Richard Tubman,
Frederick Tubman,
Fanny Tubman, .

Susan Tubman,
George Jones,

Ethelda Jones,

Milly Jones,

William Jones,

Samuel Jones,

5

50
45
55
38
5

70
60
35
45
46
48
80
45
48
45
35
IT
35
27
6

5

4

Charles county,

do
do

do
do

Three names and ages not mentioned.

BRIG NIOBE, sailed from Baltimore for Cape Palmas, on the

28th November, 1837.

Names of Emigrants.
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Names of Emigrants.
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Names of Emigrants.
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Names of Emigrants. Age.



M

Names of Kiuigmnts.



r^n

Names of IJiuigiuiits.
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Names of Emigrants,



Names of Emigrants.



^}s

Names of Emigrants

Mary Auther, .

Daniel Willson, .

Sarah A. Allen,

Mary Allen,

.

Alexander Allen,

Matilda Allen,

Henry Pinketf,,

.

Harriet Pinkett, .

Mary Pinkett, .

Wm. H. Pinkett,

.

Harriet A. Pinkett, .

Thos. D. Pinkett,

.

Harrison Cornish,

Caroline Cornish,

.

Eliza Cornish, .

Arabella Cornish, .

Mary Cornish, .

John H. Cornish,

.

David M. Cornish,

Joseph Thompson,
Mary Thompson,
Rachel Thompson,
Jeffrey Thompson, .

Sarah J. Thompson,
Thomas J. Thompson
Joseph Thompson, Jr.

James Thompson,
Ann M. Coleman,
Leah Coleman,
Polly Gibson,

Susan Jenkins,

.

Elizabeth Jenkins,

Greenbury Ennalls, .

Joshua Hanis,
Lilly Bunks,
John Dennan,
Ann Mitchell, .

James Gibson,
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BARK LATliUBE, .sailed from Biiliiiiiorc for cupc Puimurf, Otli

' November 1843.

Names ol' Emigrants. Age. From wtiat coimiy. Remarks

Abenego Contce,
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Names of Emigrants.

Samuel Barjiett,

James Baruett,

Julia Ann Bamett,
Mary Covington, .

John Covington,
William Covington,
Matilda Covington,
Ann Maria Covington,
Antony Covington,
Ellen Covington, .

Harriet Covington,
Isabel Covington,

.

Hilliary Covington,
Cornelius Smith, .

Esther Ann Smith,
Martha Ann Smith
Lousia Smith, .

Caroline Smith, .

James Smith, .

Rosina Smith,
Margaret Smith,
Ruthy Stewart, .

John W. Stewart,

Age,

7
4
3

25
8
4
9

5

1

55
5

3

7 m.
25
5

I

6 I

I 5
'

2
,

1 m.
20
4

75
1 m.

From what county,

Calvert county,

do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do
do

Remarks.
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A letter from Dr. Hall, agent of the State Colonization Society,

to John L. Carey, Esq., member of the House of Delegates, rela-

tive to the amount necessary to transport and settle an emigrant at

Cape Palmas in Africa.

Baltimore, January 25th, 1 844.

My Dear Sir:—lam unable to give as definite an answer to your
enquiries, as you seem to require ; you ask the cost of carrying a

settler to Cape Palmas, of establishing him there, with the several

items distinct, tfcc. It would be difficult to a-scerlain the actual ex-

pense of one emigrant, especially the items, as in all our operations

the various expenses attendant upon the transporting of new emi-
grants, their support, the improvement of the territory and main-
taining of the Government, are necessarily more or less blended. The
actual expense too, would depend much on the number that should be

sent at any one time, and upon the certainty of having a specified

number. For instance, our late expeditions cany^ing out 75 and
110, cost us precisely the same sum each per charter party, the on-

ly difference in the gross expense being the feeding in the passage,

say 5 or $8, and these charters neither cost over twenty per cent

more than charters previously made to carry out 25 or 40—as the

case happened to be. I could contract with an Afncan trader to

carry, say only ten adults, out for 830 each, without feeding. If I

could guarantee 100, I could get them carried for .$25, and 200 for

^20. So you see much depends upon circumstances where the

carrying is concerned. As to support during acclimation it depends
on as maiiy contingencies; on the season, whether of scarcity or

plenty,(although from the system pursued by our agent of purchas-

ing a large supply of rice in harvest, and planting largely on the

public farm, we seldom experience any thing like scarcity,) on the

severity with which the fever attacks, on the morals, energy and
character of the emigrants, on his ability and disposition to help him-
self, (fcc. 6cc. All these and manj' other circumstances tend much
to vary the expense necessarily attendant on acclimation. I mean the

mere feeding, housing, doctormg and nursing during the fever, with-

out regard to assistance in building- houses, clearing land, &c. If I

was to fix upon any one round sum, that would cover the expen-

ses, say that large and full expeditions were to be sent out, I would
set it at S50, certainly not less, and this without regard to any thing

like establishing them on their lots, (fcc.

I need not inform you that much more has uniformly been done

by our agent, as the colony has been small, and the early settlers

have heretofore been unable to do much for new comers, I mean
in the way of giving them employment.
The agent has therefore at public expense, built dieir houses and

had their first small patches of grain and vegetables put in for them.

This he has effected through the labor of old colonists, who were

indebted for the like advances. In reahty therefore, the old em-
igrants provide houses, (fcc, for the new ones, through the agent of

the societ}- as factor.

6
'"

<-
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I have thus spread my answer over two pages, when it hardly

required as many lines, because if any legislative action is had on

such matters, I like to have it understood, that circumstances alter

cases.

Very respectfully and
Truly yours,

JAMES HALL.
P. S. I hope no change of policy will take place this season as

I believe Virginia will be induced to join us ere another year, in a

grand scheme of Chesapeake emigration, which will from causes

above stated, materially lessen the expenses of emigration.
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The iollovvinj^ is a list of the several sums authorized to be

levied on the several counties of the State and Baltimore city, clear

of the expense of collection, by the act of 1831, chapter 281

—

as follows

:

On Somerset county,
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It cannot be ascertained from any data within tlie power of the

committee, how much each colonist has cost for his transportation

and settlement. It is stated in the statement furnished in compli-

ance with a call of the house, that there has been one hundred and
twelve thousand Jive hundred and thirty seven dollars and four
cents, expended in their removal, and it is stated that there are

eight hundred colonists on the coast of Africa. It cannot be told

whether all the money above named was expended in transporting

the eight hundred, or whether soiiie of those were not conveyed by
other means. Nor is it stated how many have been conveyed from

any one County on the funds above named, or whether a part of

those carried out were not carried by some other means than that

of the State funds, or of the funds of the Colonization Society. It

is urged with great earnestness by Mr. Latrobe the president, that

the existing law should not be disturbed—because the colony is

now on a permanent footing—can protect itself against the natives,

and are so improving in all respects, but more particularly in agri-

culture, as to greatly facilitate the location and settlement of other

colonists ; and that if they were left now unprotected and unaided

by the repeal of the existing law, colonization might find its im-

mediate termination, and those on the coast might from some cause

perish.

The committee have no desire to repeal the existing law unless

a better and more efficient one could be devised. They most ar-

dently desire to promote colonization—on account of the free negro,

because his condition would be improved by it—and because we
should be relieved of the bitterest curse that ever blighted the moral,

intellectual and agricultural interests of any people.

It will be seen by the report, that the free negroes have increas-

ed much more rapidly than the free white population—indeed with

an alarming rapidity. The slave population has varied in number
during different years, from tliirty up to forty, w^hen there is a

material deficiency—^while the free negroes have grown in num-
ber with a steady and rapid increase—according to the old maxim,
that all "ill weeds grow apace."

There are certainly some important considerations suggested by

this rapid increase of the free negroes, compared with the very slow

increase of the white population in some parts of the State, and ow-

ing to its rapid decrease in otlier parts of the State except for Baltimore

City, the population of Maryland would have, at this time, little ex-

ceeded her population in 1 790. In some of the counties the increase

is very small, while in some the decrease is rapid and lamentable.

Thus in Charles county, the white population is but little more
than half what it was wheji the census was talven in 1790. The
free colored population, in the same county, has more than

doubled. In Prince George's, it is the same case—that the same
decrease of white population is a lamentable fact. It is equally

true, to a certain extent in all the lower counties. In all the lower

counties there is the same rapid increase of the free colored popu-

lation.
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This is u subject ol serious consideration to the lower counties,

and to it tlieir attention is specially invited—indeed they are warn-

ed against it. In Prince George's, the free colored population in

1790, was 164. It was in 1840—1,080. In Charles county in

1790, it was 404, and 1840 it was 819.

Some important deductions may be made from this fact—and
unfortunately these deductions must be greatly to our discomfiture.

There can be no stronger evidence of the decay of a country in

resources, and particularly in agriculture, than a decrease in its

population. All writers on the wealth of nations agree, that an
increase of population is to be attributed to the fertility of tlie soil

—

or rather, to an abundance derived from that source. It produces

a disposition to marriage, which is of course the source of the

populousness of nations.

Making an application of this principle, how lamentable a decay
must the lower counties have undergone, and indeed nearly the

whole State, has more or less, participated in this process of de-

cay ; and an evidence of the truth, to a certain extent, of what we
advance may be found in the fact, that the newer counties have
increased when their lands are rich—as Allegany.

But it is evidence of decay in morals, and of consequence in

intellect. It may be laid down as a rule, that the agricultural

condition of a coimtiy, is the evidence of the moral and intellec-

tual condition. Thus if all the lands cleared in Charles county,

should be ploughed up, properly prepared, and sowed in grain, the

produce would be the measure of the morals of the county. Thus
if the produce was tluee bushels for one, the annual yield of the

morals of the county will be three bushels for one. This is the

doctrine of Christ in the parable, when he illustrates the condition

and produce of the Word, by the income from different soils

—

some yielding one number of bushels, and some another. We
know there are objections to this mode of reasoning,—because it is

said, that in some rich regions of country there is great dissipation

and immorality. This may l)e the case, when individuals come
into the possession of lands early, and without the labor of improv-

ing them. If for instance, a colony could be planted on a fertile

spot of earth, they would be thrown into a state of wealth with-

out the labor of acquisition, and from that source would come
high living. Our forefathers are an example, for they had new
and rich lands, and consequently lived high, and we arc reaping

the fruits—the invariable fruits of high living. But the rule will

ever be found to hold good, where the country has been long

enough settled to form the habits, customs and pursuits of a peo-

ple—and you have then a means of ascertaining the moral condi-

tion by the agricultural—whether it be progressively improving

under system, industry and intelligence, or whether it is not an-

nually retrograding.

It may be said, that a poor man is as capable of morality as the

rich. This is all true. The early Romans show this, but though

they were reckoned poor, yet were they rich, because they relied
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on agriculture entirely, and lived in great abundance; and illus-

trates our principle exactly ; for no people were ever more moral,

and none were ever better agriculturalists—and their agricultural

systems were durable and improving, and thereby give evidence of

the state of morals.

When lands are stalionar)" in value, or of uncertain value

—

sometimes improving, sometimes depreciating—and the neighbor-

hood is poor, it may be placed on the order of the wild horses of
the West. They exhibit great order, and are orderly in their con-

duct, yet no one would desiie such morals as they possess. The
ignoble herd of drones might afibrd some idea of the condition of
morals among a people, who have been long settled, have no im-
proving system of agriculture. Their lands are poor, and in con-

dition neither ascend nor descend, but in a long course of time are

dubious as to their value.

It cannot, in fonu, be denied, but that many of the counties of
this State, judging from the rule already laid down as true, have
retrograded. This rule of the increase and decrease of population

may be regarded as infallible. It is a question, whether all Mary-
land has not rapidly and greatly retrograded, and to a lamentable

extent. From the data furnished, it will be seen, except for Bal-

timore, we should have lost in population. In order then to ascer-

tain whether the increase of population in Baltimore, is evidence

of improvement, and we are improving, it should be ascertained

whether the increase of her population has been from the agi'icul-

tural resovnces of the Slate, or whether from the resources of other

regions brought into the State—if the latter, then we have retro-

graded throughout the State—if the former, we may to some ex-

tent ha\'e improved—though that improvement may have concen-

trated in Baltimore, and become a monopoly from the action of

our system, or the casual current of trade. It is not impossible

but, that a system of internal improvement might make Baltimore

a great and flourishing City, while the rest of the State would be,

as to her agricultural and other conditions, in a truly deplorable

state—^from the fact, that by a sufficient supply of external pro-

duce, though nominally belonging to Maryland, Baltimore would
be the great commercial City of a foreign country.

The committee think that the removal of the free negroes would
exert a powerful influence towards improving our moral condition,

and thence our agricultural and other conditions. As they now
are they do not cultivate property and improve aoy part, of the

earth ; but wherever they settle they act as a certain exhauster of

the earth. But the free negroes act upon agriculture by another

process, which though mdirect is yet nevertheless, perhaps, the

more powerful.

It will, perhaps, not be denied that intelligence is one of the es-

sentials to a good g^^stem of agriculture. The free negroes are bru-

tally ignorant and influenced by no pride of character. They find

no identity of feeling with any part of the population of the State,

except indeed it be those who, though imbibe, are in an identical
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condition. There is an uttraclion between things of (he same
character, and a repulsion l)Ptween thinL''s of opposite (lunlities,

viewed thus it will be louud, that the poor white classes of the

popidation would be drawn more strongly to the free colored pop-
ulation, than to the wealthier white classes ; and there will be
found a stronger attraction between the free colored population,

and the poorer clashes of the population of the State, than between
the slaves and free negroes, from the fact that the latter are placed
in a gTeater dissimilarity of condition. It will Ije found, also, that

the character of the white mechanic is much injured and his

means of living and independence impaired by the existence

among us of the free negroes. The latter seek employment on ve-

ry nioderate terms, execute badly, and expend their earnings in

immoral pursuits, and in this w^ay are constantly forcing the poor
classes of white citizens on a level with themselves, and greatly

injure their character and efficiency as workmen, and their eleva-

ted standing as citizens.. In fine, this monopoly of mechanical
labor which exist in some places in favor of the free negro, because
of the reduced price of his labor, beget a dependence upon him, of
the poor white mechanic, and operates powerfully from an identi-

ty of condition.

But the existence of the free negroes among us, operates immor-
ally by another process. Our children are necessarily nursed by and
to a certain extent raised with the slave. The latter is now subject to

a two-fold influence , that of the master, and that of the free negi'o. Be-
tween the master and slave, as a general rule there is a repellant

power, and the slave js ruled by force, and will avoid all he can
the power by which he is enslaved ; while he is attracted to a cer-

tain extent to the free negro, from similarity of condition. In
this manner all the immorality of the free negi'o, is transfeiTed to

the offspring of (he free white citizen, to operate aa an antagonist

to the morals, conduct, example, precepts and improvements of the

parent. It will not be denied, but that ignorance is productive

—

indeed, the ever certain and prolific parent of immorality and eve-

ry evil quality. Such is emphatically the condition of the free

negro. Hardly a session of the Legislature passes, that some law
is not enacted, restricting them in their rights and privileges. In
fact their present condition, is one of both mental and physical in-

carceration, or enchaining ; or they are now existing in a social

dungeon, and every act of the Legislature, renders that dungeon
more dismal, damp and gloomy. There situation also renders

them inimical to the white man of elevated standing; whether that

standing proceed from wealth or other causes, and imparting their

disposition to the slave, there is produced a peqjetual estrangement

between master and ser\'ant—and although this estrangement be
secret and unseen. Yet its effects are felt and operate forcibly.

Such a condition renders the state of the slave worse than it other-

wise would be—and is preparing and maturing materials, which
upon the most favorable oppoitunity will explode vnth (he most
destiiictive consequences.
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But if the free negro be immoral in cliaracter, or rather if that

be the fruit of his existence among us, it is daily increased just in

proportion to the increase of their number. TJius a degree of im-
morality which in one man would be unobserved or not inju-

rious, would in a multitude be ruinous. And these creatures are

speedily gaining upon the white population in number, and thereby
every thing worthless, useless, slavish, hostile ,immoral and destruc-

tive in the social system, is rapidly subduing and bringing to their

own level every thing that ought to be excellent, peaceful, moral
and improving.

There are doubts entertained by some, as to the constitutional

power of the Legislature, to cause the removal of the free negroes.

This is certainly a dangerous doctrine; if it should prevail and
impress itself upon the public mind, it might lead to the most inju-

rious consequences. It would add to the stability of the condition

of the free negroes, and give to them more boldness in their

views and plans of evil, and add to the activity, efficiency and cer-

tainty of their action. Wliile the white population would become
more timid and uncertain in their views and conduct, and placed

almost at the mercy of the free negro, and particularly when the

free negro is so rapidly increasing upon them in number. But the

prevalence of the opinion that it was unconstitutional to remove
them against their consent, would be attended with other most per-

nicious consequences. It would neutralize the efforts, to a certain ex-

tent, of the white population for intellectual, moral and other im-
provements, by producing an action of timidity in the operations of

the white man; and by the increase of their numbers more rapidly

than that of the free white citizen, immorality is rapidly gaining

upon morality—just as a river of limped water is polluted and con-

taminated by the waters of a larger river pouring ceaselessly

into it.

This last is our condition at this time, throughout the State but

more particularly in the lower counties. There is a struggle for the

mastery in morals and all that is good and excellent on the part of

the wJiite man, and all that is ignorant and consequently immoral
on the part of the free colored man. No man can doubt for a mo-
ment, as to the result, and more particularly when there is so rapid

an increase of the free colored man, and so rapid a decrease of the

free white man.
The result of this contest for the mastery between the free color-

ed population, and the free white population, may be showed by a

very simple though certain illustration, indeed it is a demonstra-

tion. Suppose two rivers or rather runs, one of which is a stream

of water called pure, but having impurieties with an inesistible

tendency to impurity—a tendency as certain as the upward flight

of the spark. The other stream is wholly foul and polluted, with

a tendency to greater impurity, irresistible, and that tendency in-

creases by casting in constant mateiials to increase the polluting

quality. Now the impiue stream is rapidly increasing in the bulk of

its waters, while the pure stream is with equal rapidity decreasing.
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Can any man doubt as to the result, that the polluted stream will

speedily destroy the purer one,—and this is our condition at this mo-
ment or the condition of the two distinct races among us, or that com-
pose our society, that are free. But the committee would contend that

they are not citizens; nor are they half or demi citizens. There
cannot be such a condition as a half citizen, because you cannot

carve out, or divide or give way in part, or break in pieces the

rights which fonn the social compact. They are one and in-

inseparable. If a man entei-s our community and we grant him
the privilege of remaining on certain conditions, he is not

strictly a citizen, but is the creature of the social compact. He
is dependent upon its action, and has his privileged being from

that source. If he were to violate the previlege granted him, he
could be respectfully expelled.

This is believed to be the condition of the free negroes. They
were allowed to have freedom on the grounds of their benefit—be-

cause freedom is considered a blessing, and generally produces bles-

sings. In this case however, the object of the law has failed ; they

are in a worse condition than when in a state of slavery, and they

ai'e of a decided injury to those who have given them their freedom;

an injury in a mored, civil, political, intellectual and agricultural

point of view. The law then giving them liberty to remain here

with certain privileges has signally failed, and on that giound its

repeal and their expulsion would be justified.

But then they do not derive their rights from the Constitution.

They had no part in the formation of our Government. They are

not members of our community. They enjoy no rights of citizens

;

and those which they do enjoy, are more of the natural right than

that of the citizen ; and it is certainly a phenomenon in legislation,

that a race of individuals should be found holding their natural

rights, by the consent of the people among whom they live. It is

certainly a first principle in law, that the power which creates must
ever uncreate. The free negroes have their independent existence,

by the consent of the Government of Maryland; and that Govern-

ment has the right at any time to repeal the law giving them their

separate existence, or their special privileges. It would be perhaps

the strangest anomoly ever heard of, that a Government should not

have the powxr to repeal an act which it had passed for a specific

purpose—and that too, when the act had sigti^ly failed to accom-

plish the purpose of its creation.

The free negroes are the creatures of the law—the beings of

special statutes, and not members of the body politic. We con-

stantly pass acts taking away a portion of their privileges—and it

would be extraordinary, if we cannot take away the whole when
we take away a part.

The committee have reported a bill for the removal of the free

negroes from Charles county. They propose by that bill to com-

pel the negroes themselves, to aid in procuring means for their re-

moval. They propose to sell them out until they shall have earn-

ed a sufficiency to transport them from the State, if they are found

7
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m the County after a certain time. This, they beheve to be poli-

tic and humane. It is pohtic b}^ reUeving the county from the

burthen of transportation, and humane, because their condition is

made better by putting them to work, and there is something at the

same time added to the general property of the State, as the fruits

of their labor.

The committee think tiiat energetic efforts ought to be made for

their removal. They believe, to incur some expense for their re-

moval would be economy—because, it would improve the morals
and mechanical skill of a certain class of our citizens, and would
add to the general improvement of morals, and consequently to in-

dustry and thence to wealth.

The extract from one of the colonization reports and the expe-

rience of every one, conclusively shows that their present condition

is far worse than that of the slave in morals, in the enjoyments of

comfort, and indeed in ease of life in old age. Then the commit-
tee would most respectfully urge their immediate removal, by the

most energetic means, and the establishment of a pemianent and
efficient system of education—and the fruits of education will act

without allay for our social and moral improvement, and then will

be fully amplified the tnith and efficacy of the infallible maxim

—

That knowledge reproduces morality --morality reproduces indus-

tiy—industry reproduces wealth.

ROBERT S. REEDER.
JOHN G. CHAPMAN,
JOHN D. FREEMAN.

Committee*

A BILL
Entitled, an act to remove the Free People of Color from Charles

comity.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland,

That all free colored persons found in Charles county, after the

first day of January, 1845, shall be arrested by the sheriff of

Charles county, by and with the sanction and direction of the

commissioners of said county, and hired out under the authority and
direction of said commissioners, until they shall have earned by
their labour, sufficient wages to transport them from said county.

Sec. 2. And be it enacted. That all the free colored people of

said county, who are superanuated or from any cause incapable of

earning sufficient wages to transport them from the county, shall

be permitted to remain during life.

Sec. 3. And be it enacted. That if any free colored person or

persons, so superanuated or incapable of earning sufficiency of

wages for their removal, should desire to leave the State at any

time after the passage of this act. the commissioners of the county



51

shall levy on the property, pei-sonal and real of the county, a tax
not exceeding five cents in the hundred dollars, for the purpose of
their reuioval to luiy place beyond the limits of the Stale to which
they may desire to be removed, and for their location and settle-

ment.

Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That if any free colored person shall

be removed from the county by means of wages earned according
to the provisions of this act, the commissioners of the county shall

levy a tax as stated in the third section of this act, for the purpose of
their location and settlement in any place beyond the limits of the
State, to which they may desire to be removed.

Sec. 5. And be it enacted. That no free colored person or per-

sons either leaving or being removed from Charles county under
the provisions of this act, shall enter or be removed to any section

of country in this State beyond the limits of Charles county, to

remain longer than ten days.

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That if any free colored person or

persons shall enter or be removed to any section of countr}' in this

State beyond the limits of Charles county after the passage of this

act, they shall be treated as are free colored persons coming from
another State or foreign jurisdiction into this State, or according to

the discretion of the courts of Justice of section of country to which
they may have removed, or which they may have entered.

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That after the passage of this act,

no person, a citizen of Charles county, shall by deed or last will and
testament, manumit any slave to remain in Charles county, or in

any county or section of country of this State.

Sec. 8. And be it enacted. That the commissioners of Charles
county, shall be clothed with full authority to adopt any process for

the most effectual execution of the provisions of this act, and se-

lect any agency they shall deem most el!icacious and expedient for

the transportation and settlement of the free colored population of
Charles county.




